BAGDAD

After the Cabinet Meeting the Naqib sent for Fahad Bey
and asked whether he would be prepared to take a message
from the Cabinet to the Insurgent Tribes. Fahad "came hot-
foot in to me. " Khatun," he said, " you I know and Kokus
I know, but of Arab Governments I have no knowledge.
Never will I give any answer to the Naqib till Fm assured
that Kokus would approve." I brought in Mr. Philby and
together we assured him. "Oh, Khatun," said he, "Oh,
Feelbi, on your heads you tell me that Kokus would
approve."

And he was so much perturbed that he came in the fol-
lowing day and said he hadn't been able to sleep for fear of
doing anything contrary to the policy of Kokus. I couldn't
help feeling that with such staunch allies as Fahad there was
little fear that the influence of Kokus would not avail!

But if we had been setting up native institutions in the
midst of order instead of disorder the task would have been
incomparably easier. . . .

Apart from the Pro-Turks, the Naqib's Council has againSl
it almost the whole body of Shiahs, first because it's looked
upon as of British parentage, but also because it contains
considerably less Shiahs than Sunnis. The Shiahs, as I've
often observed, are one of the greatest problems .., and their
leading people the learned divines and their families are all
Persian subjects. I find that the beSt argument when people
come to me and complain that So-and-So has not been in-
cluded in the Cabinet, " EfFendim, may I ask whether he is a
subject of the Mesopotamian State ? " " Effendim, No; he
is a subjeft of Persia." Then I point out that in that case he
can't hold office in a Mesopotamian Government. And none
of my interlocutors have found an answer.

I attempt to give you the pifture so that you may realise the
problem; it's true that few are pleased, but they wouldn't
have been pleased with any line whatever. I honestly believe
that Sir Percy has chosen the beft possible path. But it won't
lead to immediate peace and contentment. That's not possible.

As soon as we can we must proceed to the ele&ion of a
National Assembly. And I shall be very much mistaken (but